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No Menthol Sunday

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Health’s Tobacco Free Florida program and [Insert Count y Grantee Name] are leaders in tobacco prevention and cessation efforts; and

WHEREAS, Tobacco Free Florida’s 3 Free & Easy Ways to Quit can double a tobacco users chances of successfully quitting; and

WHEREAS, two out of three adult cigarette smokers want to quit; and

WHEREAS, menthol makes cigarette smoking easier to start and harder to quit;[endnoteRef:1] and  [1:  U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Preliminary Scientific Evaluation of the Possible Public Health Effects of Menthol Versus Nonmenthol Cigarettes, July 2013,] 


WHEREAS, evidence from once-secret tobacco industry documents show that tobacco companies intentionally manipulated menthol levels to appeal to a wide range of smokers, especially young smokers;[endnoteRef:2],[endnoteRef:3],[endnoteRef:4],[endnoteRef:5] and [2:  Klausner K. Menthol cigarettes and smoking initiation: a tobacco industry perspective. Tob Control. May 2011;20 Suppl 2:ii12-19.]  [3:  U. S. Department of Health and Human Services. Preventing tobacco use among youth and young adults: a report of the Surgeon General. Atlanta, GA: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, Office on Smoking and Health;2012.]  [4:  Kreslake JM, Wayne GF, Connolly GN. The menthol smoker: tobacco industry research on consumer sensory perception of menthol cigarettes and its role in smoking behavior. Nicotine Tob Res. Apr 2008;10:705-715.]  [5:  Sutton CD, Robinson RG. The marketing of menthol cigarettes in the United States: populations, messages, and channels. Nicotine Tob Res. 2004;6 Suppl 1:S83-S91.] 


WHEREAS, evidence from once-secret tobacco industry documents shows that tobacco companies have deliberately and disproportionately targeted youth and African-American populations with menthol cigarette marketing and advertising;[endnoteRef:6],[endnoteRef:7],[endnoteRef:8],[endnoteRef:9] and [6:  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Preventing Tobacco Use Among Youth and Young Adults: A Report of the Surgeon General. Atlanta: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, Office on Smoking and Health, 2012]  [7:  Kreslake JM, Wayne GF, Connolly GN. The menthol smoker: tobacco industry research on consumer sensory perception of menthol cigarettes and its role in smoking behavior. Nicotine Tob Res. Apr 2008;10:705-715.]  [8:  Cruz TB, Wright LT, Crawford G. The menthol marketing mix: Targeted promotions for focus communities in the United States. Nicotine Tob Res. 2010;12(SUPPL. 2)]  [9:  Anderson SJ. Marketing of menthol cigarettes and consumer perceptions: a review of tobacco industry documents. Tob Control. 2011;20 Suppl 2:ii20-28.] 


WHEREAS, menthol flavoring contributes to addiction in youth smokers;[endnoteRef:10],[endnoteRef:11] [endnoteRef:12] and [10:  Tobacco Products Scientific Advisory Committee. Menthol Cigarettes and Public Health: Review of the Scientific Evidence and Recommendations. Rockville, MD: Center for Tobacco Products, Food and Drug Administration; 2011.]  [11:  Yerger VB. Menthol's potential effects on nicotine dependence: A tobacco industry perspective. Tob Con. May 1, 2011 2011;20(Suppl 2):ii29-ii36.]  [12:  Hoffman AC, Simmons D. Menthol cigarette smoking and nicotine dependence. Tob Induc Dis. 2011;9 Suppl 1:S5.] 


WHEREAS, about 13,100 youth, under age 18, in Florida become new cigarette smokers each year,[endnoteRef:13] and if current trends continue, more than 300,000 Florida children will ultimately die prematurely from their own smoking or from secondhand smoke;3 and [13:  Tobacco Free Kids. The Toll of Tobacco in Florida web.  27 April 2011. http://www.tobaccofreekids.org/facts_issues/toll_us/florida] 


WHEREAS, youth tobacco prevention is critical to help end the tobacco epidemic because nearly 9 out of 10 cigarette smokers start by age 18;[endnoteRef:14]  [14:  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Preventing Tobacco Use Among Youth and Young Adults: A Report of the Surgeon General. Atlanta, GA: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, Office on Smoking and Health, 2012.] 


NOW, THEREFORE, I, [Insert Public Official’s Name or Local Government Agency’s Name], [Insert Title if Applicable] of [Insert County Name, if Public Official is Used], do hereby proclaim May 31, 2015 as No Menthol Sunday.

Dated this XY day of May 2015. 

